To the Italian Minister of the University and Research,

the Istituto Nazionale di Ottica Applicata (INOA), the   Italian Institution prominently concerned with Optics in its broadest sense , including  the technological and applicative implications, runs the risk to disappear, after a three-year forced “stand-by” within the Italian Research Council (CNR). 

As part of the international community in Optics, we consider such a disappearance as a shear loss for our   field of concern.

We sincerely hope that this  letter will help to preserve  the Italian know-how in Optics, mainly stored in that Institution   founded about 80 years ago in Firenze, land of Galileo Galilei, and to further develop such a strategical discipline that is undergoing impressive advances in all developed as well as emerging Countries.

Looking forward to your kind consideration of our opinion,

Sincerely Yours
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